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Organisation Document Name Summary 

The Council for International Organizations of 
Medical Sciences (CIOMS)  
 
an international, non-governmental, non-profit 
organization established jointly by WHO and UNESCO 
in 1949 

The Declaration of Inuyama (1990) 
One of the first consensus declarations of the socio-ethical and 
legal implications of genetics 

International ethical guidelines for health-related 
research involving humans (2016 – 4th Ed) 

Focuses primarily on rules and principles to protect humans in 
research 

Council of Europe 
 
an international organisation founded in 1949 whose 
stated aim is to uphold human rights, democracy, rule 
of law in Europe and promote European culture 

Recommendation No. R(92)3 of the Committee of 
Ministers to Member States on Genetic Testing and 
Screening for Health Care Purposes (1992) 

Ensures respect for certain principles in the field of genetic 
testing and screening for health care purposes, including 
medical research 

The Council of Europe Convention for the Protection 
of Human Rights and Dignity of the Human Being 
with regard to the Application of Biology and 
Medicine: Convention on Human Rights and 
Biomedicine (1997) 

Measures to safeguard human dignity and the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of the individual with regard to the 
application of biology and medicine 

Additional Protocol to the Convention on Human 
Rights and Biomedicine concerning Genetic Testing 
for Health Purposes (2008) 

To safeguard human dignity and the fundamental rights and 
freedoms of the individual with regard to genetic testing for 
health purposes (does not apply to research purposes or tests 
carried out on human embryos or foetuses) 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  
 
a specialized agency of the United Nations which was 
formed in 1946 and encourages international peace 
and universal respect for human rights by promoting 
collaboration among nations. It has an International 
Bioethics Committee, which was created in 1993, and 
is currently a body of 36 independent experts that 
follows progress in the life sciences and its 
applications in order to ensure respect for human 
dignity and freedom. 

Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and 
Human Rights (1997) 

An international instrument for the protection of the human 
genome 

International Declaration on Human Genetic Data 
(2003) 

To address concerns that human genetic data will be used for 
purposes contrary to human rights and freedom 

Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human 
Rights (2005) 
 

To set forth universal norms on bioethics 

Report of the International Bioethics Committee on 
Big Data and Health (2017) 

Addresses the topic of big data and health including but not 
limited to the issues of autonomy, consent, data protection and 
governance 

Report of the IBC on Updating its Reflection on the 
Human Genome and Human Rights (2015) 

Five ethical principles and societal challenges have been 
addressed in this update: 
• Respect for autonomy and privacy 
• Justice and solidarity 
• Understanding of illness and health 
• Cultural, social and economic context of science 
Responsibility towards future generations 
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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  
 
a specialized agency of the United Nations which was 
formed in 1946 and encourages international peace 
and universal respect for human rights by promoting 
collaboration among nations. It has an International 
Bioethics Committee, which was created in 1993, and 
is currently a body of 36 independent experts that 
follows progress in the life sciences and its 
applications in order to ensure respect for human 
dignity and freedom. 

Report of the International Bioethics Committee on 
the Principle of Non-Discrimination and Non-
Stigmatization (2014) 

This report explains the meaning of the terms – discrimination 
and stigmatization – and applies the principles to six contextual 
examples 

Report of the International Bioethics Committee on 
social responsibility and health (2010) 

This report has a specific section devoted to the elaboration of 
the ethical and legal dimensions of the principle of social 
responsibility and health. The Report also presents a sample of 
possible strategies and courses of action in order to translate 
the principle of social responsibility and health into specific 
policy applications 

Report of International Bioethics Committee on 
Human Cloning and International Governance (2009) 

Presents an overview of existing legal framework concerning 
human cloning and considers the need for ongoing review of 
international governance 

Report of International Bioethics Committee on 
Consent (2008) 

Considers the principle of consent including examination of the 
principle within the special circumstances of different types of 
practice (clinical practice, biomedical and clinical research, 
epidemiological research, public health, emergency situations, 
organ donation); in respect to subjects requiring special 
protection (neonates, children, clinically confused patients, 
patients with learning difficulties, the mentally ill, unconscious 
patients); and in various contexts (economic, socio and cultural) 

World Medical Association 
 
an international and independent confederation of free 
professional medical associations founded in 1947 

WMA Declaration of Helsinki – Ethical Principles for 
Medical Research Involving Human Subjects (2017) 

A statement of ethical principles for medical research involving 
human subjects, including research on identifiable human 
material and data 
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